
 

Nominate a 2017 Leap Year Fellow! 
 

Thank you for your interest in nominating a 2017 Leap Year Fellow!  Leap Year is a 

yearlong community service gap year program that helps low income first generation 

students get into and succeed in college. There is no fee for student participation; in fact, 

students will receive a small stipend to help support themselves and contribute to the costs of 

the program during the year.  If accepted, students will meet with us Monday through Friday 

for the next year working on college and career readiness through: 

 
 Academic tutoring 

 ACT prep 

 Confidence building 

 Socio-emotional learning 

 Career mentorship 

 College application assistance 

 Community service 

 

 
We are looking for some amazing graduating high school seniors to join our 2017 Leap Year 

cohort!  In selecting students for our program we rely heavily on nominations from teachers, 

counselors, and nonprofit staff who have a personal relationship with the student and can 

speak to their strengths and weaknesses.  We evaluate each applicant based on three key 

criteria:  

 

 Academic Promise: We look for students who demonstrate academic promise 

through their GPA and/or ACT scores. While we do not have any cutoffs, we look for 

students who at least meet the University System of Georgia Freshmen Index for 

Regional Universities (see http://www.usg.edu/policymanual/section4/C328). If 

nominating a student who does not meet this threshold, nominators must provide 

strong details on why they believe the student has the potential to perform stronger 

academically then they have in the past. 

 

 Commitment to Community Service: As a large part of our programming is 

leadership development through community service, we expect our Fellows to be 

passionate about improving their communities. We aim for our Fellows not only 

graduate from college, but to return to their communities as leaders through their 

career, volunteering, advocacy, or philanthropy. While a history of volunteerism is a 

plus, applicants with demonstrated kindness, generosity, curiosity, and a strong work 

ethic are also encouraged to apply. 

 

 Fortitude: Most importantly, we look for students who demonstrate great fortitude, 

meaning that they will fully engage in the program, take advantage of the opportunity 

Leap Year offers by making it a high priority in their life, and persist through when 

obstacles come. Therefore, we are looking for applicants who are determined, 

consistent, and have a sense of humor.   

http://www.usg.edu/policymanual/section4/C328


If you know high potential graduating high school students who fit the description 

above and think would benefit from our program, encourage them to apply to be a 

Leap Year Fellow!  

 

You can help us recruit for our upcoming Leap Year cohort by following the below process:  

 
1. Identify 5-10 students at your school who you think would be a great fit for Leap 

Year. 

2. Coordinate with us to find a time for our team to come to your school to hold an 

information session with those students. 

3. Follow-up with those students and assist them with their application by proofreading 

their short/long answer responses, and providing access to a computer for them to 

submit their application at www.theleapyear.org/apply.  

4. Submit your completed nomination form for each student at 

www.theleapyear.org/nominate.  

5. Wait for the Leap Year team to reach out to coordinate holding interviews for 

students. 

6. Help your student prepare for the interview by confirming the interview time, place, 

and dress code with them, and assisting them in securing their official transcript, ACT 

scores, and signed parent engagement form. 

7. Following the interview, the Leap Year team will follow-up regarding final decisions. 

 
 

If you have any questions about Leap Year or to coordinate an information session, 

please reach out to us at 404.500.9946 or LeapYearUSA@gmail.com. You may also visit 

our website (www.theleapyear.org) to learn more about our program. 
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